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OUR MISSION
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OUR GOALS 
Sustain the Industry  in  the Time of  War 
Rebui ld  and Restore the Sports  Infrastructure 
Reintegrate the Community  Back to  the Peaceful  L i fe  

We are  the  Ukrainian Hockey Dream  (UHD) ,  an  o f f i c ia l
char i tab le  foundat ion  w i th  the  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion  o f
Ukra ine .  Our  miss ion  i s  to  support  and susta in  Ukra in ian
hockey  p layers  and the  ent i re  industry  dur ing  the  war  and
beyond.

We s t r i ve  to  save  a  generat ion  o f  young hockey  p layers
and to  create  cond i t ions  in  Ukra ine  that  would  he lp  the
recovery  o f  both  ch i ldren  and adu l ts  f rom the  e f fec ts  o f
war  through the  sport  o f  hockey .



THE HARDEST YEAR

UKRAINIAN HOCKEY DREAM FOUNDATION PAGE |  04

Dear  f r iends ,

Th is  marks  the  f i rs t  year  of  the  Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream,  an
organizat ion born f rom the  darkest  moments  in  our
country 's  h is tory .  In  2022,  hockey  was  more than just  a  sport
in  Ukra ine  -  i t  was  a  way  of  l i fe  for  over  7 ,000 people .  Every
day ,  they  took  to  the  i ce ,  pushing  the i r  l imi ts ,  t ra in ing
intense ly ,  and nurtur ing  dreams of  a  br ighter  hockey  future .

But  everyth ing  changed at  3 :40  a .m.  on February  24 ,  2022.
As  the  f i rs t  Russ ian  bombs fe l l  on  our  land,  l i fe  as  we knew
it  came to  a  s tandst i l l .  In  that  heart -wrenching  moment ,  i t
fe l t  as  i f  our  wor ld  had crumbled.  Hockey  became i r re levant ,
a  d is tant  memory  in  the  face  of  an  ex is tent ia l  threat  to  our
nat ion.

We were  faced wi th  hard  dec is ions  -  whether  to  cont inue
with  the  sport  we loved or  to  pr ior i t i ze  the  safety  and
surv iva l  o f  our  people .  But  then we rea l i zed that  we could
make a  d i f ference.  We could  use  hockey  to  save  l i ves ,  impact
the  future ,  and br ing  hope and l ight  to  a  wor ld  that  had
been p lunged into  darkness .

GEORGII  ZUBKO
DIRECTOR

We reached out  to  our  f r iends  and co l leagues  across  the
wor ld ,  and we were  overwhelmed by  the  response.  The
internat ional  hockey  community  ra l l ied  to  our  s ide ,  of fer ing
support ,  resources ,  and expert ise .  Together ,  we evacuated
chi ldren f rom hockey  schools  a long wi th  the i r  mothers  who
were  in  the  hottest  and most  dangerous  zones .  One group
was evacuated in i t ia l ly ,  fo l lowed by  another ,  and then
another ,  unt i l  a l l  the  ch i ldren and the i r  mothers  were  safe ly
re located.  We ended up f ind ing  safety ,  cover ,  and new homes
for  a lmost  1000 fami l ies .  We made an impact  in  the  l i ves  of
thousands  of  people ,  showing them that  even in  the  midst  of
chaos ,  there  i s  s t i l l  hope.

That  i s  when the  idea  of  the  Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream was
born -  a  dream of  a  future  where  hockey  i s  not  just  a  sport ,
but  a  symbol  of  hope,  res i l ience ,  and s trength .  Hockey  i s  l i fe ,
and we are  commit ted to  us ing  i t  to  make a  pos i t ive  impact
on the  l i ves  of  our  people ,  our  nat ion ,  and our  wor ld .

Thank you for  your  support ,  and for  jo in ing  us  on th is
incredib le  journey .  

Together ,  we can make Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream a  rea l i ty !



GORDON MILLER
FIRST HONORARY
MEMBER OF THE
BOARD 
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I  was  honoured to  jo in  the  Board  o f  Ukra ine  Hockey  Dream,
to  ass is t  w i th  the  work  o f  ma inta in ing  and rebu i ld ing  the
sport  o f  hockey  in  Ukra ine ,  wh i le  a t  the  same t ime ensur ing
that  young Ukra in ian  boys  and g i r l s  have  the  opportun i ty  to
p lay  the  sport  a t  home and abroad .

As  the  Hockey  Can ’ t  S top  Tour  through Canada showed in
ear l y  2023 ,  support  for  the  country  o f  Ukra ine  and the
Ukra in ian  people  i s  s t rong .   I t ’ s  important  that  th is  support
s t rengthens  and grows as  we face  the  cha l lenges  ahead.

GORDON MILLER
BOARD MEMBER



UKRAINIAN HOCKEY
SAVING THE DREAM 
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Before  the  war ,  Ukra ine 's  hockey  industry  was  growing  and deve lop ing
at  a  record  pace .  Conf i rmed p lans  and secured fund ing  were  in  p lace
for  the  construct ion  o f  25  new ice  arenas  throughout  Ukra ine .  The
nat iona l  teams were  en joy ing  success  in  the  in ternat iona l
championsh ips .  New hockey  schoo ls  were  be ing  opened ,  and more  k ids
were  tak ing  up  the  game.

Today ,  the  Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream Foundat ion ,  in  co l laborat ion  w i th
the  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion  o f  Ukra ine ,  i s  do ing  every th ing  poss ib le  to
keep the  dreams a l i ve  and supports  a l l  par t i c ipants  in  the  hockey
industry .  

Pre-war Ukrainian Hockey:

29  I ce  Arenas
103  Amateur  and Pro  Teams
22  Hockey  Schoo ls
4  Nat iona l  Teams
4000  K ids  P layers ,  ages  5 -18
1600  Amateur  and Pro  P layers  
200  Coaches  and Sta f f  Members  



ROAD TO SAFETY 
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WITH THEIR  MOTHERS HAVE BEEN
EVACUATED

1000 KIDS 

In  February -March  2022 ,  fo l lowing  the  Russ ian  a t tack ,  around 1000 Ukra in ian
hockey  youths  aged 6-17 ,  a long  w i th  the i r  mothers ,  were  evacuated .  Th is  ac t
was  a  s ign i f i cant  demonstrat ion  o f  in ternat iona l  un i ty  and compass ion .
Teams ,  organ izat ions ,  and ind iv idua ls  who par t i c ipated  in  ass is t ing  and
host ing  these  fami l ies  deserve  h igh  commendat ion ,  showing  that  humani ty
can  endure  even dur ing  war t ime.

We are  grate fu l  to  Luc  Tardif ,  Pres ident  o f  the  In ternat iona l  I ce  Hockey
Federat ion ,  for  h is  support  o f  the  in i t ia t i ve  and h is  ded icat ion  to  ensur ing
the  best  poss ib le  cond i t ions  for  evacuated ch i ldren  on the  ground.  The
so l idar i t y  demonstrated  by  the  leaders  of  international  federations  has
been commendable .  Our  s incere  thanks  to  everyone who p layed a  par t  in  th is
e f for t .

In ternat iona l  federat ions  he lped in  set t l ing  ch i ldren  in  the  Communi t ies
inc lud ing :  Asiago,  Bolzano;  in  Latvia 's  Daugavpi ls ,  Jekabpi ls ,  Rezekne,
and Riga;  Germany's  Munich;  the Czech Republ ic 's  Z l in ,  Kurim,  and
Chomutov;  Poland's  Sanok;  Romania's  Brasov and Galat i ;  S lovakia 's
Dolny Kubin,  Michalovce,  and Zi l ina;  Hungary's  Dunaujvaros,  Debrecen,
Miskolc ,  Szeged,  and Satoral jaujhely ;  France's  Courchevel  and
Chamonix.  The i r  support  o f fered  both  a  sa fe  haven and an  opportun i ty  for
these  young ath le tes  to  cont inue  the i r  hockey  t ra in ing .

 “The  host ing  s ide  prov ided us  w i th  separate  double  and t r ip le  rooms,  fed  us
three  t imes  a  day ,  sw i f t l y  organ ized humani tar ian  a id ,  medicat ions ,  and
prov ided a  coach for  t ra in ing  sess ions ” ,  sa id  Natal ia  Dediuk ,  the  mother  o f
11-year -o ld  G l ib  Ded iuk  f rom the  "Kryzhynka"  schoo l .

UHD managed the  evacuat ion  process ,  ensur ing  that  ch i ldren  and the i r
guard ians  reached we lcoming  communi t ies  sa fe ly .  
We thank  everybody  who he lped w i th  the  ch i ldren 's  evacuat ion ,  espec ia l l y  to
each o f  the  parents  who showed remarkab le  courage—Oleksandra
Slatvytska,  Sergiy  Hlushchenko,  Sergiy  Babynets ,  Oleksandr  Batezatov,
Tymur Chermashentsev,  and everybody ,  who demonstrated  the  s t rength  o f
the  hockey  fami l y .
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SUCCESS ABROAD

Dur ing  the i r  t ime abroad in  Europe and North  Amer ica ,  Ukra in ian  p layers  have
ach ieved s ign i f i cant  success .

Glib  Artsatbanov  became the  champion o f  the  Czech Extra l iga  U20 and was
recogn ized as  the  best  goa l ie  o f  the  tournament .  

Ukra in ians  Oleksiy  Yevtekhov,  Rodion Koida,  Oleksandr  Skorokhod,  and
Mykyta Bodnar  contr ibuted to  Czech HC Poruba U17 's  promot ion  to  the
p lay -o f fs  for  the  f i rs t  t ime in  the  c lub 's  h is tory .  

Danylo  Korzhyletsky and  Mykhai lo  S imchuk  won the  A JHL  w i th  the  Brooks
Bandi ts  and went  on  to  become the  best  Jun ior  A  team in  Canada .  

Kharkiv  SDYUSHOR U16 team  secured a  championsh ip  t i t le  in  the i r  age
category  in  Norway .  

Many  young Ukra in ian  hockey  p layers  have  become key  p layers  in  the i r  new
c lubs  in  top  jun ior  leagues  across  Europe ,  such  as  Czech ia ,  Germany ,
S lovak ia ,  Sw i tzer land ,  France ,  I ta l y ,  and others .



OUR IMPACT

TRAINING SUPPORT FOR 
HOCKEY SCHOOLS 



PLAYING THROUGH
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Support ing the hockey schools  remains  a  top pr ior ity
for  our  foundation.  Their  reopening in  spring 2022 was
a big  step,  g iv ing hope for  the 2022/23 season.

CONTINUED THEIR TRAINING 

1000 KIDS 

To ensure  a  complete  t ra in ing  season for  the  ch i ldren ,  severa l
s teps  were  requ i red .  These  inc luded enhanc ing  sa fety  measures ,
equ ipp ing  i ce  arenas  w i th  re l iab le  generators ,  es tab l i sh ing
she l ters  in  l ine  w i th  regu la t ions ,  and dev is ing  c lear  protoco ls  for
emergenc ies  l i ke  a i r  a larms or  power  outages .

A l l  o f  th is  was  done ,  inc lud ing  set t ing  up  the  arena  in  the  Ky iv
Pa lace  o f  Sports .  In  an  unprecedented measure ,  the  6 ,000-seat
Pa lace  o f  Sports  was  launched as  a  permanent  i ce  arena  in  ear l y
October  2022 ,  thanks  to  the  jo in t  e f for ts  o f  the  I ce  Hockey
Federat ion  o f  Ukra ine  and the  Ministry  of  Youth and Sports  of
Ukraine .   The  arena  was  modern ized  and equ ipped w i th  both
essent ia l  spor ts  fac i l i t ies  and modern  sa fety  features .  The
revamped Pa lace  o f  Sports  enab led  hockey  ac t i v i t ies  in  Ky iv  for
up to  15  hours  da i l y .

Subsequent l y ,  vo luntary  t ra in ing  resumed in  other  c i t ies .  The
UHD Foundat ion  in t roduced a  ser ies  o f  youth  hockey
tournaments  for  var ious  age  groups .  In i t ia l l y ,  due  to  i t s
preparedness  and sa fety  features ,  the  Pa lace  o f  Sports  was  the
pr imary  venue for  these  events .  Th is  a l lowed hundreds  o f
ch i ldren  to  exper ience  p lay ing  in  the  nat ion 's  premier  sports
arena  for  the  f i rs t  t ime.
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In  2022 ,  a  lo t  o f  ch i ldren  and schoo ls  f rom eastern  Ukra ine  were
re located  to  the  Centra l  and Western  Ukra ine  c i t i tes  and hockey
schoo ls .  The  c i t ies  that  took  in  the  ch i ldren  showed great  hosp i ta l i t y
towards  them.  We thank  the  reg ions ,  and the  Ministry  of  Youth and
Sports  of  Ukraine  for  the i r  in i t ia t i ve  and cooperat ion .

Kramatorsk -  to  Kyiv ,  SDYUSHOR Kharkiv  -  to  Vinnytsya and
Kremenchuk,  Kherson -  to  Kyiv ,  Kryviy  Rig  -  to  Kyiv .

The s tory  o f  coach Oleksandr  Ponomar ,  whose  exper ience  sheds
l ight  on  the  cha l leng ing  t ra in ing  process  for  ch i ldren  amidst  the
ongo ing  war .  O leksandr  and h is  team had to  make  the  d i f f i cu l t
dec is ion  to  re locate  f rom Kramatorsk  to  Ky iv  due  to  the  war .  

He  recounts ,  "Pr ior  to  the  fu l l - sca le  invas ion ,  I  was  coach ing  a  group
of  ta lented ch i ldren  in  the  Donetsk  reg ion ,  spec i f i ca l l y  those  born  in
2009-2010.  Our  sports  c lass  compr ised  boys  and g i r l s  f rom
Konstant inovka  and Donetsk ,  who had a l ready  exper ienced the  t rauma
of  occupat ion  before  and were  a l l  too  fami l ia r  w i th  the  in f luence  o f
the  Russ ian  reg ime.  Thanks  to  the  generous  support  o f  Ky i v ' s  Sok i l
Sports  Schoo l ,  some of  the  ch i ldren  were  for tunate  enough to  f ind
refuge  in  Ky iv .  However ,  i t  breaks  my hear t  to  acknowledge that  many
others  have  been scat tered across  the  wor ld ,  some seek ing  she l ter  in
the  west  o f  Ukra ine ,  wh i le  o thers  have  sought  so lace  in  var ious
European countr ies .  The  process  o f  adaptat ion  in  Ky iv  has  not  been
wi thout  i t s  cha l lenges .  Parents  had to  nav igate  the  complex i t ies  o f
f ind ing  work  and secur ing  schoo ls  for  the i r  ch i ldren ,  a l l  wh i le
grapp l ing  w i th  the  emot iona l  to l l  o f  d isp lacement . "

L i v ing  in  Ky iv ,  the  c i t y  faced constant  a t tacks ,  wh ich  necess i ta ted  an
unwaver ing  commitment  to  the  sa fety  o f  everyone invo lved .  O leksandr
emphas izes ,  "Whenever  the  a i r  ra id  a larms sounded ,  our  pr imary
concern  was  the  we l l -be ing  o f  the  ch i ldren .  We immediate ly
suspended t ra in ing  sess ions  and sought  re fuge  in  the  des ignated
bomb she l ters .  The  sa fety  and secur i t y  o f  these  young ath le tes  were
paramount  in  our  minds . "Desp i te  the  advers i t ies ,  O leksandr  expresses
grat i tude  for  the  opportun i t ies  that  have  ar i sen .  He  exp la ins :  "For  the
ch i ldren  who remained in  Kramatorsk ,  we 've  embraced on l ine
p la t forms to  ensure  the i r  cont inued engagement  and growth  in  the
sport  they  love .»

60% OF OUR YOUNG PLAYERS HAD TO ABANDON
THEIR HOMES AND RELOCATE.  MANY HOCKEY
SCHOOLS WERE FORCED TO CLOSE.  OUR FOCUS IS  TO
HELP SUPPORT THEIR  TRAINING AT  HOME AND
ABROAD WITH EQUIPMENT,  ICE  T IME ,  COACHING,  AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
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AGATA GERYA,  THE BRAVE
GIRL  FROM THE POSTER

On August  6 th ,  Agata  turned f i ve  years  o ld ,  but  to  those  who look  a t  her  photo ,
she  appears  to  be  a t  least  7  or  8  years  o ld .  War  has  forced a l l  ch i ldren  to  grow
up fas ter ,  and Agata  i s  no  except ion .

Her  s incere  face ,  fu l l  o f  ch i ld ish  joy ,  becomes mature  and ser ious  beyond her
years  when she  hears  the  s i rens .  The  quest ions  she  asks  a f ter  the  invas ion
somet imes  have  no  answers .

Dur ing  the  f i rs t  two months  o f  the  war ,  our  fami l y  moved in  w i th  re la t i ves  in  the
Khmelnytsky i  d is t r i c t .  Agata ' s  fa ther  immediate ly  jo ined the  loca l  defense  and
of ten  d id  not  spend the  n ight  a t  home.  Desp i te  the  warm we lcome f rom our
re la t i ves ,  i t  was  very  d i f f i cu l t  for  Agata .  She  d idn ' t  understand what  was  go ing
on.  "Why  doesn ' t  Daddy  s leep w i th  us? "  She  missed the  i ce ,  her  house ,  and Ky iv .
She  had too  much energy  and cou ldn ' t  s tay  a t  home.  Luck i l y ,  her  parents
brought  her  a  s t i ck  and a  puck ,  and she  p layed w i th  them every  day .

When the  opportun i ty  to  skate  a t  VDNH appeared ,  we  immediate ly  re turned to
Ky iv ,  and no photo  can  convey  her  emot ions  when she  s tepped on i t .

A t  the  moment ,  Agata  i s  invo lved  in  both  hockey  and f igure  skat ing .  When asked
which  she  pre fers ,  she  rep l ies ,  " I  haven ' t  dec ided yet .  I  love  the  i ce ,  and I  l i ke
both  k inds  o f  skates . "

Her  fa ther  ins t i l l ed  a  love  for  hockey  in  her  f rom ch i ldhood ,  and I ,  as  her
mother ,  fu l l y  support  i t ,  desp i te  be ing  a  f igure  skater  myse l f .  " I  became
interested  in  th is  sport  through my husband ,  and a f ter  work ing  w i th  hockey
p layers ,  I  fe l l  in  love  w i th  i t . "

"Before  the  war ,  our  ent i re  fami l y  a t tended hockey  games ,  and I  w i l l  never
forget  the  emot ions  o f  my  daughter  dur ing  the  Champions  League matches  a t
the  Pa lace  o f  Sports  featur ing  Donetsk  Donbas .  Games o f  the  nat i ve  Ky iv  Soko l
in  the  Cont inenta l  Cup… At  that  t ime ,  my  daughter  asked ,  "When w i l l  I  p lay  l i ke
that?  I  want  to  p lay  too . "  Agata ' s  b iggest  pass ion  i s  hockey . "



In f ront  Sports  i s  a  g loba l  leader  in  sports  market ing  that  shapes  the  future  o f
many  o f  our  favor i te  sports .  I t ' s  chang ing  the  way  sports  are  fo l lowed ,  recogn ized ,
and d is t r ibuted .  The  company  un i tes  peop le  across  the  g lobe  through sports ,
t ranscending  barr iers  and borders ,  insp i r ing  mi l l ions  to  l i ve  the i r  pass ions  and
dreams.

I t  was  no  surpr ise  that  In f ront  Sports ,  through Phi l ip  Blatter ,  Thomas
Oehninger  and  Joerg  Polzer   was  one o f  the  f i rs t  companies  to  reach  out  to  the
Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream  Foundat ion ,  o f fer ing  he lp  and support .  In  December
2022 ,  the  par tnersh ip  launched w i th  In f ront  mak ing  i t s  2022 annua l  char i t y
donat ion  to  the  UHD.

Hockey  remains  one o f  Ukra ine ’ s  favor i te  sports ,  and i t ' s  a  way  o f  l i fe  for  many .
A l though the  war  has  h indered progress ,  some of  the  country ’ s  fu ture  s tars  have
st i l l  been g iven  the  opportun i ty  to  take  to  the  i ce .  In f ront  has  funded the
operat ions  o f  seven youth  hockey  schoo ls  across  Western  and Centra l  Ukra ine  to
enab le  the i r  work  through the  season and keep young hockey  p layers  on  the  i ce ,
contr ibut ing  both  to  the i r  spor t ing  success  and the i r  hea l th .

On January  24 ,  wh ich  i s  Ukra ine ’ s  Day  o f  Un i ty ,  110  p layers  f rom e ight  c lubs  and
schools  competed in  an  Under  13s  hockey  compet i t ion  a t  the  Ky iv  Sports  Pa lace
organ ized by  the  UHD.  Ath le tes  f rom Kramatorsk ,  Ka lush ,  Khark iv ,  Kremenchuk ,
Novoyavor ivsk ,  Lutsk ,  Ky i v ' s  Sok i l  Secondary  Schoo l ,  and Kryzhynka  Secondary
School  were  d iv ided in to  s ix  teams ,  w i th  each  team par t i c ipat ing  in  four  matches .
Wi th  no  a i r  a larms or  b lackouts ,  the  p layers  were  f ree  to  compete  w i th  no
d isrupt ion .  The  games were  a lso  s t reamed l i ve  on  YouTube for  parents ,  f r iends ,
and loved ones  to  watch .

INFRONT SPORTS HELPS TO KEEP
UKRAINAIN KIDS ON THE ICE
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€53,640  
DONATED FOR HOCKEY SCHOOLS SUPPORT
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NATIONAL YOUTH COMPETIT IONS

The f i rs t  compet i t ion  took  p lace  in  mid-October  among ath le tes  born  in
2009-2010.  The  UHD Foundat ion  par t i c ipated  in  cover ing  the  main
expenses ,  inc lud ing :

Renta l  o f  spor ts  fac i l i t ies
Arrangement  o f  she l ter  zones
Broadcast  o f  matches
Referee ing
Pr izes  and awards
Hir ing  s ta f f  for  organ iz ing  and conduct ing  the  events

Tak ing  in to  account  the  c i rcumstances ,  the  organ izers  took  severa l
unprecedented s teps  in  conduct ing  the  compet i t ions :

Matches  were  p layed accord ing  to  the  ru les  o f  the  game but  w i thout
record ing  the  resu l ts .  Th is  reduced the  pressure  and respons ib i l i t y  on  the
ath le tes  and coaches  for  the i r  per formance in  the  tournament .
Team format ion  took  p lace  on l ine .  Any  p layer  f rom any  c i t y  cou ld  come to
the  tournament  and jo in  an  ex is t ing  team or  form the i r  own team wi th
other  p layers .  Th is  a l lowed max imum par t i c ipat ion  o f  a l l  young hockey
p layers  who remained in  Ukra ine ,  regard less  o f  whether  they  had a  team or
not .
Cons ider ing  that  spectators  were  proh ib i ted  f rom at tend ing  matches  by
leg is la t ion ,  d i rect  broadcasts  o f  a l l  matches  were  organ ized .
At  the  end o f  the  tournaments ,  par t i c ipants  rece ived  sweet  g i f t s  and
somet imes  even hockey  equ ipment ,  wh ich  was  prov ided by  Ukra in ian
Hockey  Dream Foundat ion  or  the  Ukra in ian  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion  through
co l laborat ions  w i th  fore ign  par tners .  The  prov is ion  o f  p lay ing  equ ipment
was  par t i cu lar l y  important  due  to  the  lack  o f  supp ly  to  hockey  s tores  dur ing
the  war  per iod .

S tar t ing  f rom November  2022 ,  o ther  c i t ies  such  as  Bogus lav ,  Kremenchuk ,
V innyts ia ,  Novoyavor ivsk ,  and others  were  a lso  invo lved  in  host ing  the
compet i t ions .

The competit ions  were held  in  the fol lowing
age categories :

U17 born  in  2006-2008
U14 born  in  2009-2010
U12 born  in  2011-2012
U9 born  in  2013-2014
U7 born  in  2015-2016
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NATIONAL YOUTH COMPETIT IONS

A tota l  o f  16 tournaments  were  organ ized by  Ukra in ian  Hockey
Dream Foundat ion  and the  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion  o f  Ukra ine .
Add i t iona l l y ,   Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream Foundat ion  co-organ ized
over  10  tournaments,  cover ing  a  por t ion  o f  the  event  expenses .

The  regu lar  conduct  o f  these  tournaments  encouraged the  rev iva l
o f  severa l  youth  sports  schoo ls  and the  estab l i shment  o f
s t ructured t ra in ing  programs.

Overa l l ,  about  1000 chi ldren  f rom var ious  c i t ies  par t i c ipated  in
the  compet i t ions ,  inc lud ing :

KYIV
NOVOYAVORIVSK
LUTSK
KALUSH
VINNYTSIA
BROVARY
BILA TSERKVA
CHERKASY
BOGUSLAV
ODESSA
KHERSON
DNIPRO
KRYVYI  RIH
KHARKIV
KREMENCHUK
ZAPORIZHZHIA
KRAMATORSK
DRUZHKIVKA AND OTHERS

IN  APRIL ,  2023 THE OFF IC IAL  F INAL  STAGES OF THE COMPETIT IONS
TOOK PLACE IN  THREE OF THE OLDEST AGE CATEGORIES .  THESE
F INAL MATCHES DETERMINED THE WINNERS AND MEDALISTS .  IN
TOTAL ,  28 TEAMS AND 512 ATHLETES  PART IC IPATED IN  THE F INAL
TOURNAMENTS HELD IN  KY IV ,  BOGUSLAV ,  AND KREMENCHUK



HOCKEY UNITES CHILDRENS
HEARTS
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In  a  hear twarming  moment  a   Peewee hockey
team f rom Sherwood Park  Minor  Hockey  League
in  A lber ta ,  Canada ,  has  reached out  to  he lp .   
A f ter  learn ing  about  the  Ukra in ian  Hockey
Dream Foundat ion ,  the  team,  led  by  coach
Nicholas  Phelan ,  dec ided to  lend a  hand to
k ids  a f fec ted  by  the  war .

The  A lber ta  team pa i red  up w i th  the  Khark iv
Berserks ,  a  d isp laced k ids '  hockey  team now
based in  Ky iv ,  and launched the i r  own
fundra iser .  They  so ld  s t i ckers  to  f r iends  and
fami l y ,  ra i s ing  CAD 700 ,  wh ich  they  donated
d i rect l y  to  the  Khark iv  Berserks .

Thanks  to  the  e f for ts  o f  these  young hockey
p layers ,  the  Khark iv  Berserks  were  ab le  to
cont inue  the i r  spor ts  journey  in  Ky iv ,  and the
ch i ldren  on both  teams learned va luab le  lessons
about  compass ion  and the  power  o f  spor ts  to
un i te  peop le  f rom d i f ferent  par ts  o f  the  wor ld .



HOCKEY DREAMS
DEVELOPMENT CAMPS 
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A very  spec ia l  pro ject ,  Hockey  Dreams Deve lopment  Camps was  launched in  the  EU,
w i th  the  he lp  o f  the  Canad ian  coach ing  crew Uni te  Hockey  Deve lopment ,  led  by
exper ienced and decorated  Head coach and Coach ing  fac i l i ta tor  Nicholas  Phelan.
The camps a im to  ass is t ,  support ,  and deve lop  young ch i ldren  who were  evacuated
abroad due to  the  war .

Th is  pro ject  i s  a l so  a  great  in tegrat i ve  p la t form for  Ukra in ian  Hockey ,  where  k ids  f rom
Ukra ine  o f  a l l  ages  can  par t i c ipate  in  the  t ra in ing  camps together  w i th  k ids  f rom EU
countr ies .  Among the  coach ing  crew,  i s  Ukra in ian  hockey  legend  Aleksander
Godynuyk ,  an  ex-NHL p layer  o f  Ukra in ian  descent  and act i ve  NHL scout  w i th  the
Vegas  Go lden Kn ights .  A l l  proceeds  f rom the  camps w i l l  be  donated to  the  Ukra in ian
Hockey  Dream Foundat ion .  

The  camps were  he ld  in  L i thuan ia ,  Sw i tzer land ,  and the  Nether lands .
Th is  i s  a  un ique co l laborat i ve  t ra in ing  exper ience  for  Ukra in ian  and EU ch i ldren  a l i ke ,
wh ich  w i l l  he lp  them to  learn ,  grow,  and become bet ter  p layers  and people .  

UNITE  HOCKEY IS  DEDICATED TO WORKING COLLABORATIVELY  WITH THE ICE
HOCKEY FEDERATION OF UKRAINE TO FURTHER DEVELOP COACHES AND
PLAYERS ALL  ACROSS EUROPE.  OUR NETWORK CONTINUES TO GROW WITH THE
GOAL IN  MIND TO OFFER EL ITE  HOCKEY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMING FOR
FAMIL IES  AROUND THE WORLD.  

WE ARE EXTREMELY PROUD TO GIVE  BACK TO UKRAINE IN  THE ONLY WAY WE
KNOW BEST ,  THROUGH THE SPORT WE LOVE.

 NICHOLAS PHELAN
HEAD COACH UNITE HOCKEY
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BIG THANK YOU TO ALL  THE ORGANIZERS AND CAMP COACHES.  EVERY DAY ,
IVAN L ITERALLY  "FLEW"  TO TRAINING;  IT  WAS THAT EXCIT ING AND
INFORMATIVE .  THANK YOU TO THE PARENTS OF OTHER PARTIC IPANTS AND
THEIR  CHILDREN FOR THE WONDERFUL COMPANY.  I  HOPE TO MEET EVERYONE
AGAIN IN  THE FUTURE.

OLENA MYZYCHENKO
MOTHER OF THE PARTICIPANT
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Spec ia l  thanks  to  ECEX group,  CCM,  Stř ída Sport ,  EdgeBoss  Hockey,
ISZENTRUM LUZERN ARENA,  HC Gelezinis  Vi lkas,  HC Luzern,  S i lverdome
Arena,  Terrys  Twig  Wax and S inBin Sports  for  the i r  s ign i f i cant  ro le  in  the
success fu l  execut ion  o f  the  event .

Nicholas  Phelan  -  Pro ject  co- founder ,  Ch ie f  Coach at  Un i te  Hockey
Deve lopment ,  and a  coach ing  fac i l i ta tor  w i th  Hockey  Canada/Hockey  A lber ta .
Aleksander  Godynuyk -  An  ex-NHL p layer  and present l y  a  profess iona l
scout  for  the  "Vegas  Go lden Kn ights"  NHL team.
Eduard Zakharchenko -  Goa l ie  for  the  Ukra in ian  nat iona l  team and
awarded best  goa l tender  in  the  Ukra in ian  championsh ip  for  the  2022/23
season.
Edgaras  Rybakovas  -  Former  p layer  for  both  the  OHL and USHL ,  and
represented the  L i thuan ian  nat iona l  team.
Danylo  Ignatiev  -  Spec ia l i s t  in  skat ing  coach ing .

One cannot  over look  the  except iona l  profess iona l i sm of  the  coach ing  s ta f f
respons ib le  for  the  t ra in ing  and preparat ion  o f  par t i c ipants .  The  ded icated
mentors  inc luded:

190 KIDS
PARTICIPATED IN CAMPS



CCM SUPPORTS
YOUTH'S  HOCKEY
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Str ida  Sport ,  as  the  o f f i c ia l  d is t r ibutor  o f  CCM,  has  made a
generous  contr ibut ion  to  the  Hockey  Dreams Deve lopment
Camps by  prov id ing  branded jerseys .  

Add i t iona l l y ,  S t r ida  Sport  donated equ ipment ,  wh ich  w i l l  be
d i rected  to  ch i ldren 's  hockey  schoo ls  that  need i t  the  most .  

The  company  has  expressed a  des i re  to  es tab l i sh  a  long- term
partnersh ip  w i th  the  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion  o f  Ukra ine ,  for
which  we are  immense ly  grate fu l .

Spec ia l  thanks  to  J i ř í  Besser ,  the  Owner  o f  S t r ida  Sport  and
Martin  Stř ída,  the  Genera l  D i rector  for  the i r  inva luab le
support  and ded icat ion .

$48,868
EQUIPMENT DONATION



As  par t  o f  our  commitment  to  the  future  o f  Ukra in ian  hockey ,  we
wi l l  cont inue  to  support  t ra in ing  opportun i t ies  for  k ids  in  hockey
schoo ls  across  the  country .  Invest ing  in  the  deve lopment  o f  young
p layers  i s  c ruc ia l  to  bu i ld ing  a  s t rong  and susta inab le  fu ture  for
the  game of  hockey .  A  separate  recru i tment  pro ject  i s  be ing
launched ,   to  ensure  that  we  do not  lose  an  ent i re  generat ion  o f
hockey  p layers .  

Th is  in i t ia t i ve  a ims  to  reach  out  to  young people  who may  not  have
had access  to  the  sport  in  the  past  and prov ide  them wi th  the
necessary  resources  to  get  invo lved  in  hockey .  By  expanding  our
reach and support ing  a  d iverse  range  o f  p layers ,  we  can  bu i ld  a
s t ronger  and more  inc lus ive  hockey  communi ty  in  Ukra ine .  We are
exc i ted  to  embark  on  th is  new chapter  and look  forward  to  see ing
the  pos i t i ve  impact  i t  w i l l  have  on  the  future  o f  Ukra in ian  hockey .

PRIORIT IES  FOR THE FUTURE 
IN TRAINING SUPPORT 
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INFRASTRUCTURE
RESTORATION

OUR FOCUS
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On the  second day  o f  2023 ,  Druzhk ivka ,  a  town far
f rom the  f ront l ines ,  was  h i t  by  three  s t r i kes .  The
Druzhk ivka  I ce  Arena  was  destroyed .  One person was
in jured in  the  a t tack .  

The  A l ta i r ,  wh ich  had been the  home arena  o f  the
Donbas  hockey  c lub  s ince  2014 ,  was  h i t  by  an  X -55
miss i le .  The  Druzhk ivka  arena  housed the  most
extens ive  ch i ldren 's  and youth  sports  schoo l  for
hockey  and f igure  skat ing  in  Ukra ine ,  and i t  hosted
nat iona l  championsh ips ,  in ternat iona l  compet i t ions ,
and cu l tura l  events .  I t  was  a  favor i te  recreat ion  spot
for  the  town 's  res idents  and v i s i tors .  The  Donbas
Hockey  C lub  has  los t  three  homes to  Russ ian
occup iers ,  inc lud ing  the  Pa lace  o f  Sports  "Druzhba"  in
Donetsk ,  the  Mar iupo l  I ce  Center ,  and now the  A l ta i r .
Th is  inc ident  i s  yet  another  b low to  the  town and the
Ukra in ian  people ' s  sp i r i t ,  who have  been f ight ing  for
the i r  f reedom and sovere ignty  for  years .

"A l ta i r "  became the  f i f th  i ce  arena  destroyed dur ing
the  war  between Russ ia  and Ukra ine .  The  arenas
"Druzhba"  in  Donetsk ,  the  arena  in  Mar iupo l ,
"Sa l t i vsky  L іd"  in  Khark iv ,  and the  Severodonetsk
Pa lace  o f  Sports  have  a lso  suf fered  s ign i f i cant
damage .  The  newest  i ce  arena  in  Ukra ine  has  a lso
fa l len  under  occupat ion .  In  December  2021 ,  th is
arena  in  Mel i topo l ,  constructed  as  par t  o f  Pres ident
Vo lodymyr  Ze lensky ' s  "Great  Construct ion"  program,
ce lebrated  i t s  grand open ing .  The  c i t y  had
env is ioned p lans  for  a  hockey  schoo l .  T rag ica l l y ,  less
than two months  a f ter  i t s  inaugurat ion ,  Me l i topo l
faced occupat ion .

Each  destroyed arena  costs  $4-6  mi l l ion.  But  the
losses  go  much fur ther  than jus t  money .  

HOCKEY
INFRASTRACTURE
UNDER F IRE
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The loss  o f  an  i ce  arena  a f fec ts  a  c i t y  in  more  ways  than jus t  the  phys ica l
s t ructure .  These  arenas  served as  the  v ibrant  hear t  o f  the i r  communi t ies ,
o f fer ing  employment  opportun i t ies  for  hundreds  o f  ind iv idua ls  and serv ing
as  a  nur tur ing  home for  asp i r ing  a th le tes .  The  impact  on  the  sport  o f
hockey  i s  par t i cu lar l y  s ign i f i cant ,  g i ven  the  a l ready  l im i ted  number  o f
arenas  ava i lab le .

Look ing  ahead to  the  years  2022-2023 ,  ambi t ious  p lans  were  in  p lace  for
the  extens ive  construct ion  o f  i ce  arenas  throughout  Ukra ine .  The  "Great
Construct ion"  program by  Pres ident  Vo lodymyr  Ze lensky ,  a imed to  bu i ld
25 new ice  arenas  across  the  country .  Unfor tunate ly ,  the  war  d is rupted
and put  a  ha l t  to  th is  v i s ionary  p lan .  However ,  we  be l ieve ,  that  one  day ,
we w i l l  be  ab le  to  turn  th is  dream into  a  rea l i t y .

BEFORE NOW

40% OF ALL ICE ARENAS IN UKRAINE WERE SEIZED 
OR DESTROYED. 
UHD IS WORKING ON RESCUING AND MOVING THE
POTENTIALLY MOBILE INFRASTRUCTURE AND CREATING
POSSIBILITIES AND ROADMAP FOR REBUILDING AND
RESTORATION OF THE INDUSTRY



RUSSIAN TERRORISTS  DESTROYED THE ICE  ARENA IN  DRUZHKIVKA ,  DONETSK REGION,
WITH A  MISS ILE .  THIS  ICE  ARENA,  CALLED "ALTAIR" ,  STARTED OPERATING BEFORE THE
WAR,  WHEN DONBAS HAD A  NORMAL L IFE  BEFORE THE ARRIVAL  OF RUSSIA .  CHILDREN
TRAINED THERE.  A  CHILDREN'S  SPORTS SCHOOL WORKED THERE.  HOCKEY
COMPETIT IONS TOOK PLACE THERE.  PEOPLE DID SPORTS ,  CELEBRATED AND S IMPLY
ENJOYED L IFE  THERE. . .

LAST  YEAR ,  IT  WAS USED FOR COLLECTING AND DISTRIBUTING HUMANITARIAN A ID .
THE RUSSIAN MISS ILE  AGAINST "ALTAIR"  IN  DRUZHKIVKA IS  ANOTHER CONFESSION OF
A TERRORIST  STATE .  CONFESSION OF WHAT IT  BROUGHT TO DONBAS AND WHAT WE
WILL  DEF INITELY  DRIVE  OUT FROM THERE.  DEATH WILL  NOT CONQUER DONBAS,  AND
WE MUST DO EVERYTHING TO REMOVE ITS  TR ICOLOR FROM DONBAS AND OTHER
UKRAINIAN LANDS.

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY
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PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE 
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3 NEW ICE
ARENAS PLANS

To make up for  the  loss  o f  the  destroyed i ce  arena  in
Druzhk ivka ,  a long  w i th  others ,    three  new indoor  i ce
r inks  can  be  bu i l t  in  Zakarpat t ia  reg ion .  The  pro ject  w i l l
be  implemented as  par t  o f  the  hockey  deve lopment
program in  Zakarpat t ia  in  co l laborat ion  w i th  the
Ukra in ian  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion .

Te  locat ion  for  one  o f  the  t ra in ing  arenas  has  been
a l located  in  Uzhhorod ,  wh i le  other  c i t ies  are  s t i l l  be ing
exp lored .  One o f  the  main  cr i ter ia  i s  the  in f ras t ructure
that  w i l l  a l low for  the  qu ick  implementat ion  o f  the
pro jects .  The  goa l  o f  the  pro ject  i s  to  cover  the  r inks
wi th  domes ,  extend ing  the  t ra in ing  per iod  f rom the
current  three  to  four  months  to  n ine  months .  Th is  w i l l
enab le  young hockey  p layers  to  engage  in  the  sport
more  extens ive ly .

"Terror is ts  may  destroy  our  sports  fac i l i t ies ,  but  they
wi l l  never  destroy  the  sp i r i t  o f  v i c tory  that  l i ves  in  the
hear ts  o f  our  a th le tes , "  says  Viktor  Mykyta ,  the  head o f
the  Zakarpat t ia  Reg iona l  Mi l i tary  Admin is t ra t ion .

A  hockey  branch has  a l ready  been opened in  Uzhhorod ,
w i th  two coaches  t ra in ing  around 100 ch i ldren  aged 6  to
14 .  They  current l y  pract i ce  on  an  open-a i r  r ink  a t  the
Avangard  Stad ium in  Uzhhorod ,  wh ich  has  a l l  the
necessary  fac i l i t ies  for  compet i t ions .

"Many  people  have  come to  Zakarpat t ia  f rom other
reg ions  o f  Ukra ine .  Ch i ldren  and teenagers  who were
prev ious ly  engaged in  hockey  in  Khark iv ,  Druzhk ivka ,  or
Kramatorsk  have  a lso  moved here  w i th  the i r  fami l ies .
Many  o f  these  ch i ldren  have  jo ined hockey  t ra in ing  as
we l l , "  says  Vasyl  Yabryk ,  the  Pres ident  o f  the
Zakarpat t ia  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion .



INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS 
AND PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION

OUR PARTNERSHIPS  



F INNS WERE F IRST  TO
CONTRIBUTE
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€147,840

Dur ing  the  2022 Ice  Hockey  Wor ld  Championsh ip ,  the F innish Hockey
Associat ion ,  represented by  Heikki  Hietanen ,  an  I IHF  Counc i l  Member ,
launched an  in i t ia t i ve  to  support  UHD Foundat ion .

In  Apr i l  2022 ,  5  euros  f rom each t i cket  so ld  for  the  f ina l  match  were
donated to  UHD Foundat ion .  The  in i t ia t i ve  was  supported  by  the  c i t y  o f
Tampere  and persona l l y  by  the  Mayor  o f  Tampere ,  Kalervo Kummola.

The rece ived  donat ion  enab led  the  launch o f  the  season and prov ided an
inva luab le  k icks tar t  to  ch i ldren 's  deve lopment  pro jects  wh i le  a l so
cont inu ing  the  construct ion  o f  long- term par tnersh ips .

DONATED



For  more  than 20  years ,  NHLPA members  have  been donat ing
equ ipment  to  programs in  the i r  NHL c i t ies  and hometowns  around the
wor ld .  More  the  80 ,000 ch i ldren  have  been prov ided the  opportun i ty  to
p lay  the  game of  hockey  in  34  countr ies .  Over  that  t ime ,  the  NHLPA
Goals  &  Dreams fund has  donated more  than $25 mi l l ion  to  he lp  grow
the game of  hockey .

Th is  year ,  the  NHLPA made a  donat ion  o f  50  sets  o f  equ ipment  in
support  o f  the  Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream Foundat ion .  The  announcement
about  the  donat ion  was  made dur ing  the  2022 NHL G loba l  Ser ies  march
in  Prague .  20  Ukra in ian  young hockey  p layers  opened th is  match ,  and
for  them the i r  NHL dreams came t rue ,  as  they  p layed in  scr immage
game in  f ront  o f  the  b iggest  aud ience  o f  the i r  l i ves .  

The  NHLPA la ter  made a  donat ion  o f  80  equipment  se ts  through
partner ing  organ izat ions .

We thank  Matthew Langen,  Devin Smith,  Chris  Campol i ,  and
everyone invo lved  for  organ iz ing  the  process .

Schoo ls  that  rece ived  hockey  equ ipment :  SDYUSHOR Kharkiv ,
Vershyna Kyiv ,  Dnipro,  Kramatorsk,  Soki l  Kyiv ,  V innytsya,  Morski
Vovky Odesa,  Shershni  Bohuslav,  young game-off ic ia ls .
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NHLPA GOALS & DREAMS
AND NHL HAVE SUPPORTED 

50 SETS 
OF HOCKEY EQUIPMENT 
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,

NHLPA MEMBER AND SHARKS FORWARD

“THIS  IS  AN EXCIT ING WEEK RETURNING HOME TO PLAY IN
FRONT OF FAMILY ,  FR IENDS AND THE GREAT HOCKEY FANS IN
CZECHIA ,  AS  A  PART OF THE EVENTS ,  WE ARE PROUD TO
PROVIDE NEW HOCKEY EQUIPMENT THROUGH NHLPA GOALS &
DREAMS TO HELP MORE YOUTH PLAY HOCKEY . ”

TOMAS HERTL

VP,  ICE  HOCKEY FEDERATION OF UKRAINE 

THE DONATION OF HOCKEY EQUIPMENT WILL  HELP THE CHILDREN
WHO REMAINED IN  UKRAINE CONTINUE TO PLAY HOCKEY OR START
TO DO THAT.  IT ’S  A  HUGE CONTRIBUTION TO SAVE THEIR  DREAMS
AND TO HELP OTHERS TO F IND THEM.

ALEKSANDRA SLATVYTSKA



MEDIA SUPPORT FROM
NHL 
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The NHL outreach  to  the i r  aud ience  was  a  power fu l
gesture  o f  so l idar i t y  and support  for  the  Ukra in ian  hockey
communi ty .  

The  NHL ,  the  largest  hockey  league in  the  wor ld  cou ld  not
s tand as ide  in  the  face  o f  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  exper ienced by
Ukra in ian  hockey  p layers .  

A  power fu l  media  campaign  was  carr ied  out  across  a l l
NHL-owned media  channe ls ,  a t t rac t ing  a t tent ion  and
ra is ing  awareness  about  the  Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream
Foundat ion .  The  campaign  was  ins t rumenta l  in  br ing ing
the  foundat ion 's  miss ion  to  a  g loba l  aud ience ,  he lp ing  to
shed l i ght  on  the  p l ight  o f  aUkra in ian  hockey  p layers  and
garner ing  support  f rom fans  and media  out le ts  wor ldwide .  

12 MILLION VIEWS
IN AN UNPRECEDENTED CAMPAIGN



$100,000

NHLPA GOALS & DREAMS WITH
SUPPORT OF I IHF  DONATED
TRAINING EQUIPMENT 
FOR YOUTH HOCKEY SCHOOLS
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The f i rs t  round of  these  equ ipment  donat ions  f rom NHLPA
Goals  &  Dreams were  de l i vered to  Po land .  From there ,  i t  was
d is t r ibuted to  Ukra in ian  youth  between 6  to  16  years  o ld  who
are  now l i v ing  in  Czech ia ,  F rance ,  Germany ,  Hungary ,  I ta l y ,
Latv ia ,  Po land ,  Romania  and Swi tzer land .

The  equ ipment  donat ion  inc luded a lmost  80 sets  of  Bauer
hockey helmets,  g loves  and st icks,  as  wel l  as  200 pairs  of
skates.  Each  youth  a lso  rece ived  NHLPA t racksu i ts  and hockey
sweaters .  The  equ ipment  and appare l  have  a l l  been s i zed
accord ing ly  for  each  rec ip ient .  Bauer  Hockey  p layed an
important  ro le  in  th is  donat ion  by  contr ibut ing  ext ra
equ ipment  and cover ing  the  sh ipp ing  costs  to  he lp  th is
donat ion  move forward .  

I IHF PRESIDENT

I  WOULD L IKE  TO S INCERELY  THANK THE NHLPA AND BAUER FOR THIS
GENEROUS DONATION TO UKRAINIAN YOUTH HOCKEY .THIS  IS  AN
AMAZING CONTRIBUTION TO THE ALREADY OVERWHELMING SHOW OF
SUPPORT SHOWN BY THE INTERNATIONAL ICE  HOCKEY FAMILY  FOR
UKRAINE ’S  YOUNG PLAYERS .

LUC TARDIF

OF HOCKEY EQUIPMENT



Upon the  inv i ta t ion  o f  the  French Ice  Hockey  Federat ion ,
the  Ukra in ian  nat iona l  team par t i c ipated  in  the  Three
Nat ions  Tournament ,  not  on ly  for  the  game but  a l so  to
show so l idar i t y .  

The  tournament  marked the  end o f  the  2022 ca lendar
year  for  the  Ukra in ian  team.  A l though they  f in i shed w i th
three  losses  (1 -2  and 0-3  to  France ,  and 3-4  to  Po land) ,
they  d isp layed a  commendable  leve l  o f  p lay .

The  games garnered a  remarkab le  turnout  o f  fans ,  f i l l ing
the  s tands  w i th  a  lo t  o f  energy .  Among the  a t tendees ,
there  was  a  s ign i f i cant  presence  o f  Ukra in ian  re fugees
who eager ly  gathered to  show the i r  support  for  Ukra ine
and foster  a  sense  o f  un i ty  w i th  the i r  fe l low compatr io ts .

MARSEILLES  -  THE
THREE NATIONS CUP
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF WHAT WE HAVE DONE,  OF  THE
FRENCH ICE  HOCKEY FAMILY .

PIERRE-YVES GERBEAU

$5,280
DONATED



NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP  
IN THE T IME OF WAR 
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Desp i te  the  ongo ing  war ,  the  dec is ion  was  made to  ho ld  the  tournament ,  w i th  6
teams par t i c ipat ing ,  four  o f  wh ich  had contested  the  prev ious  season 's
championsh ip  unt i l  the  invas ion  by  Russ ia  on  24  February .  

Competing teams:

SOKIL,  KYIV
KREMENCHUK
DNIPRO,  KHERSON
KHARKIV BERSERKS
HC KYIV,  KYIV 
LEGION,  KALUSH

The format  o f  the  tournament  was  the  same as  prev ious  years ,  w i th  each  team
play ing  30  regu lar  season games ,  end ing  on  5  March .  The  p layof fs  then run f rom
12 to  31  March ,  w i th  the  semi - f ina ls  and f ina l  p layed as  best -o f - three  ser ies
however ,  due  to  the  ongo ing  mi l i tary  s i tuat ion ,  games  were  p layed w i thout
spectators .  Fans  were  ab le  to  fo l low the  act ion  on  nat iona l  TV ,  and the
federat ion 's  YouTube channe l  broadcasted  the  games to  a  wor ldwide  aud ience .

The  absence  o f  fans  was  a  scary  deta i l ,  but  the  dec is ion  to  ho ld  the  tournament
breathed l i fe  in to  the  industry .  Even w i th  some teams unab le  to  enter  due  to  the i r
locat ion  in  or  near  the  occup ied  areas ,  the  championsh ip  persevered ,  with games
played at  three arenas in :

KYIV
KREMENCHUK,  POLTAVA REGION
KALUSH,  IVANO-FRANKIVSK REGION 

Sok i l  and HC Ky iv  p layed home games in  the i r  nat i ve  c i t y ,  wh i le  Khark iv  jo ined
Kremenchuk  a t  the  I ceberg  Arena .  Dn ipro  Kherson shared the i r  home games w i th
Leg ion  Ka lush  in  the  western  I vano-Frank ivsk  reg ion .

The  championsh ip  amended i t s  ru les  on  imports  p layers  due to  the  war ,  bann ing  p layers
f rom Russ ia  and Be larus  and l imi t ing  teams to  no  more  than f i ve  fore igners .  The  rosters  for
th is  season were  ent i re l y  compr ised  o f  Ukra in ian  p layers ,  a  notab le  change f rom the
prev ious  season where  a lmost  40% of  the  tota l  p layer  poo l  cons is ted  o f  Russ ian  and
Be larus ian  p layers .

Desp i te  the  cha l leng ing  c i rcumstances ,  the  tournament  gave  hope and a  sense  o f  normalcy
to  the  Ukra in ian  people .  When Dnipro  resumed t ra in ing  las t  month ,  the  c lub  noted that  i t
was  the  f i rs t  t ime in  over  200 days  i t s  p layers  had been ab le  to  get  on  the  i ce .  In
in ternat iona l  compet i t ion ,  Kremenchuk  represented Ukra ine  in  the  Cont inenta l  Cup .
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In  l i ght  o f  the  war  and the  subsequent  loss  o f  numerous  sponsors ,  the
major i t y  o f  teams encountered substant ia l  fund ing  cha l lenges .  However ,  the
Foundat ion  o f fered  f inanc ia l  ass is tance  to  the  c lubs  throughout  the  season.
Thanks  to  the  co l laborat i ve  e f for ts  o f  our  par tners ,  we  were  ab le  to  ensure  the
cont inu i ty  o f  the  sport ,  sa feguard ing  the  a th le tes '  qua l i f i ca t ions  and
preserv ing  hundreds  o f  jobs .

A SOKIL  FAN NOW FIGHTING WITH A SPECIAL FORCES
SQUADRON  THAT PARTICIPATED IN THE DEFENCE OF
KYIV EARLIER THIS  YEAR,  SUMMED UP THE THOUGHTS
OF MANY.  HE WAS INVITED TO PERFORM THE
CEREMONIAL PUCK DROP AHEAD OF THE GAME
BETWEEN SOKIL  AND KREMENCHUK,  AND LATER SAID:

PEOPLE SHOULD BE ABLE TO L IVE  NORMAL L IVES .  I F  WE
FOCUS ENTIRELY  ON THE WAR,  I F  WE CANCEL ALL  SPORTS
AND ENTERTAINMENT,  THE COUNTRY WILL  PLUNGE INTO
DEEP TRAUMA.  OF  COURSE ,  HOWEVER,  WE CANNOT FORGET
THE COST OF A  PEACEFUL L IFE .  WE MUST ALWAYS
REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE THERE ,  ON THE FRONT L INES ,
AND THOSE WHO WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE ,  ESPECIALLY  THE
GUYS WHO HEROICALLY  FACED THE ENEMY AT  AZOVSTAL .

The hockey  teams "Kremenchuk"  and "Sok i l "  p layed the  "Memorial  Match "  in  honor
of  the  fa l len  warr iors  for  Ukra ine 's  f reedom,  pay ing  t r ibute  to  the  heroes  by
wear ing  hockey  jerseys  w i th  the  ca l l s igns  o f  the  so ld iers .  The  char i tab le  match  was
organ ized by  the  "Gorobchyk"  Charitable  Foundation ,  l ed  by  Sergiy  Kryvenko ,
and  "Kremenchuk"  team capta in  Vital iy  Lyalka .  La ter ,  the  jerseys  were  put  up  for
auct ion .

VITALI I  SAMOILENKO



SOKIL  CLAIMS 14TH
UKRAINIAN T ITLE
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The Ky iv -based hockey  c lub  "Soki l"  has  won the  nat iona l
championsh ip  o f  Ukra ine  for  the  second consecut i ve  year  and a  tota l
o f  14  t imes  overa l l .

Accord ing  to  the  resu l ts  o f  the  regu lar  season ,  the  teams that  made i t
to  the  p layof fs  were  Kremenchuk ,  Dn ipro  f rom Kherson ,  Ky i v ' s  Sok i l ,
and Leg ion  f rom Ka lush .  The  f ina ls  featured the  teams f rom
Kremenchuk  and Ky iv .

Accord ing  to  the  tournament  ru les ,  the  w inner  was  determined a f ter
three  v ic tor ious  matches .  Th is  due l  extended to  the  max imum,  w i th
Kremenchuk  and Sok i l  p lay ing  a  tota l  o f  5  games over  the  las t  e ight
days .
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NATIONAL TEAM 
WON BRONZE

SEASON 2021/22   

The Hungarian Ice  Hockey Federation  prov ided
cons iderab le  support  to  the  nat iona l  team.  Our  team spent
two months  prepar ing  in  the  ne ighbor ing  country .  As  a
resu l t ,  a f ter  thorough preparat ion ,  the  team,  under  the
gu idance  o f  Vadym Shakhraychuk ,  had  a  decent
per formance at  the  Wor ld  Championsh ip  in  D iv i s ion  1B .  

For  the  f i rs t  t ime in  a  long  wh i le ,  our  team wasn ' t  f i ght ing
for  surv i va l  but  secured the  th i rd  p lace .  Except  for  one
ut ter l y  d isast rous  match  aga inst  the  Japanese  (2 :8 ) ,  in  a l l
o ther  games ,  our  hockey  p layers  looked qu i te  impress ive .
Our  p layers  thrashed the  Serbs  and Eston ians  w i th
substant ia l  scores  o f  7 :0  and 8 :0 .  The  Ukra in ians  had every
chance  to  beat  the  future  w inners  o f  the  tournament ,  the
Po les ,  but  los t  to  the i r  ne ighbors  fo l lowing  the  post -match
shootout  ser ies .

Dec id ing  to  par t i c ipate  in  the  Wor ld  Championsh ip  was  very
d i f f i cu l t  for  a l l  invo lved .  Dmytro Nimenko and Andriy
Mikhnov,  two o f  our  most  exper ienced hockey  p layers ,
dec ided to  jo in  the  terr i tor ia l  de fense  o f  the i r  nat i ve  Ky iv
f rom the  very  f i r s t  days  o f  the  Russ ian  invas ion  and s tood
up to  defend Ukra ine  w i th  arms in  the i r  hands .  Some of  the
hockey  p layers  ac t i ve ly  engaged in  vo lunteer  ac t i v i t ies ,
wh i le  those  p layers  who were  in  the  east  o f  our  country  a t
the  beg inn ing  o f  the  war  spent  severa l  weeks  in  bomb
she l ters .  

D IV IS ION I  GROUP B
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NATIONAL TEAM 
PLACED SECOND

SEASON 2022/23   

The Ukra in ian  nat iona l  team,  under  the  leadersh ip  o f  Vadym
Shakhraichuk ,  secured a  second-p lace  f in i sh  a t  the  2023 Wor ld
Championsh ip  in  Ta l l inn ,  mak ing  progress  a f ter  las t  year ' s  bronze  meda l .
Add i t iona l l y ,  our  team le f t  a  pos i t i ve  impress ion  w i th  the i r  per formance
in  Ta l l inn  and showcased the  h ighest  leve l  o f  product i v i t y  a t  the
tournament ,  scor ing  35  goa ls  in  f i ve  matches .

DIV IS ION I  GROUP B
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U20
SEASON 2022/23  WON THE S ILVER

THE U20 LOST ONLY ONCE BUT
WAS UNABLE TO MOVE UP TO A
HIGHER DIVISION

The U20 World  Championship took place in  Bytom,  Poland.  The
team conducted their  training camp in  Kosice,  S lovakia  at  the
local  "Arena Šeršňi"  and in  Opole,  Poland.

Olexander  Bobkin,  the head coach,  said,  "Thanks to  the efforts  of
the Ice  Hockey Federation of  Ukraine,  led by Georgi i  Zubko,  the
Ukrainian youth team had a  good platform for  preparation.  We
had a  training camp in  S lovakia  in  November,  fo l lowed by another
camp before the World  Championship in  Poland.  However,  we were
unable  to  jump higher  than second place.  Unfortunately ,  we
started the camp in  Opole  with only  8  players ,  and the team
gathered from al l  over  the world  just  one day before the f irst
fr iendly  game,  which s ignif icantly  complicated our  preparation
plans.  Of  course,  our  entire  hockey family  was eager  to  achieve
the goal  -  to  show the best  possible  result ."

DIV IS ION I  GROUP B
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U18
UP TO DIV IS ION 1A

The U18 team,  w i th  the  support  o f  Czech and Swiss  benefactors ,  had
the  opportun i ty  to  prepare  for  the  Wor ld  Championsh ip  in  these  h igh ly
hockey-or iented countr ies  for  two months .  As  a  resu l t ,  l ed  by
Oleksandr  Bobkin ,  the  team secured the  second p lace  in  D iv i s ion  1B
of  the  Wor ld  Championsh ip  and advanced to  D iv i s ion  1A .

When the  war  broke  out ,  nobody  thought  about  the  par t i c ipat ion  o f
the  Ukra in ian  nat iona l  teams in  the  Wor ld  Championsh ips .
Cons ider ing  the  feas ib i l i t y  o f  a th le tes '  per formances  in  top- leve l
compet i t ions  and s l ight l y  recover ing  f rom the  in i t ia l  shock  o f  rocket
at tacks  on  Ukra in ian  c i t ies ,  Pres ident  Vo lodymyr  Ze lensky  h imse l f
took  a  persona l  in terest .  However ,  i t  was  ev ident  that  go ing  to  the
wor ld  championsh ip  unprepared and par t i c ipat ing  for  the  sake  o f
par t i c ipat ion  made no sense .  Therefore ,  the  Ukra in ian  I ce  Hockey
Federat ion  in i t ia ted  negot ia t ions  w i th  European f r iends ,  t ry ing  to
organ ize  extended t ra in ing  camps for  the  teams under  l im i ted
f inanc ia l  resources .

The  jun iors  set t led  in  the  smal l  Czech  town of  Brumov-By ln ice  in  the
Z l ín  D is t r i c t  o f  the  Z l ín  Reg ion .  A l l  the  expenses  o f  the  Ukra in ian
nat iona l  team in  the  Czech Republ i c  were  covered by  the  new
sponsor ,  the  company  "EasyFlyers ,"  represented by Tomáš
Drašt í l  and his  fr iends.

Our  hockey  p layers  t ra ined for  three  weeks  in  per fect  cond i t ions
prov ided by  the  owner  o f  the  sports  complex  in  Brumov-By ln ice ,
Jaroslav  Vanek.  Wi th in  one bu i ld ing ,  the  boys  had the  opportun i ty
to  s tay  in  a  hote l ,  d ine  a t  a  res taurant ,  conduct  i ce  t ra in ing ,  work  in
the  gym,  pract i ce  in  the  throwing  area ,  and improve  the i r  skat ing
sk i l l s  on  the  t ra in ing  equ ipment .  Add i t iona l l y ,  comprehens ive
support  was  prov ided to  the  Ukra in ian  team by  Marco Valentič ,  a
member  o f  the  I IHF  Deve lopment  Commit tee  who a lso  ho lds  the
pos i t ion  o f  Sports  D i rector  o f  the  Czech  hockey c lub "Slaný"  and
heads  the  nat iona l  teams department  o f  the  Croat ian  I ce  Hockey
Federat ion .

SEASON 2021/22   
DIV IS ION I  GROUP A  
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U18

On Apr i l  14 ,  the  Ukra in ians  moved to  Lugano ,  Swi tzer land .  O lexander
Bobk in 's  team was  persona l l y  we lcomed by  a  member  o f  the  I IHF
Counc i l ,  the  Sports  D i rector  o f  the  Swiss  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion ,  and
the  Sports  D i rector  o f  HC Bern ,  Mr.  Raeto Raffainer .  Thanks  to  h is
e f for ts ,  our  team rece ived  exce l lent  t ra in ing  and recovery  fac i l i t ies  a t
the  main  arena  o f  the  Lugano c lub .  I t  i s  important  to  note  that  the
organ izat ion  o f  th is  t ra in ing  camp in  the  canton o f  T ic ino  was  act i ve ly
supported  by  the  I IHF  Pres ident ,  Luc Tardif .

Summar iz ing  th is  Wor ld  Championsh ip ,  i t  wou ld  be  worth  h igh l ight ing
not  on ly  the  resu l t  but  a l so  the  qua l i t y  o f  work  done by  a l l  the
branches  invo lved  in  the  funct ion ing  o f  the  Ukra in ian  Jun ior  Nat iona l
Team.  Th is  inc ludes  competent  and comprehens ive  se lec t ion
processes ,  prov id ing  su i tab le  cond i t ions  for  work ,  implement ing
ef fec t i ve  t ra in ing  programs ,  and the  profess iona l i sm of  the  young
p layers .  I t  was  a  case  where  a l l  these  necessary  components  came
together  and produced an  e f fec t .  Perhaps  not  the  h ighest  poss ib le
resu l t ,  but  under  these  c i rcumstances ,  a  very  respectab le  one .

SEASON 2021/22   
DIV IS ION I  GROUP A  
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U18
SEASON 2022/23  STAYED IN  DIV IS ION 1A
As a  resu l t  o f  the  championsh ip  he ld  in  Angers ,  F rance ,  we  were  ab le
to  mainta in  our  presence  there .  Led  by  O leksandr  Bobk in ,  the  team
won two matches  ( in  shootouts  aga inst  the  French and the
Hungar ians ) ,  earned a  po int  by  los ing  in  over t ime to  the  Japanese ,  and
was  defeated  by  the  favor i tes ,  the  nat iona l  teams of  Denmark  and
Kazakhstan .  The  Ukra in ians  d id  not  look  l i ke  underdogs  and
demonstrated  that  our  hockey  has  potent ia l .

Our  team f in ished the  tournament  in  f i f th  p lace .  The  pos i t ion  may  not
be  impress ive ,  but  i t  w i l l  be  d i f f i cu l t  to  f ind  fau l t  w i th  O leksandr
Bobk in ,  h is  coach ing  s ta f f ,  and the  p layers .  In  the  second- t ier  d iv i s ion
of  wor ld  hockey ,  our  compatr io ts  made a  very  success fu l  res tar t .

The  boys  s incere ly  be l ieve  that  they  d id  not  d isappoint  Bobk in  and
deserve  the  honor  o f  be ing  ca l led  up to  the  youth  nat iona l  team,  wh ich
wi l l  p lay  in  the  Wor ld  Championsh ip  D iv i s ion  1B in  December ,  or  the
jun ior  nat iona l  team,  wh ich  w i l l  approach the i r  second consecut i ve
season in  D iv i s ion  1A  w i th  much more  exper ience .  

D IV IS ION I  GROUP A  
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WOMEN
SEASON 2022/23  WON THE S ILVER

The Ukra in ian  Women's  Nat iona l  team began i t s  long-awa i ted  t ra in ing
camp in  Kos ice ,  S lovak ia ,  ahead o f  the  2023 Wor ld  Championsh ip  in
Div i s ion  I I IA .  The  g i r l s  t ra ined under  the  gu idance  o f  coach Yevgen
Al ipov  and ass is tant  coaches  Oleksandr  Nikul ichev  and Oleksandr
Fedorov.

"Due to  the  war ,  the  Ukra in ian  nat iona l  team cou ldn ' t  gather  in  the
spr ing  to  compete  in  the  Wor ld  Championsh ip ,  so  everyone was  very
p leased that  there  was  f ina l l y  an  opportun i ty  to  ' sw i tch  gears '  and
meet  on  the  i ce  -  for  the  f i rs t  t ime s ince  the  fu l l - sca le  invas ion  o f  the
occup iers  in to  Ukra ine , "  says  Ukra in ian  nat iona l  team coach
Oleksandr  Nikul ichev."

In  i t s  f ina l  match  a t  the  Wor ld  Championsh ip  in  Romania ,  the  Ukra in ian
women's  nat iona l  team de l i vered a  shock ing  f i rs t  defeat  to  the
L i thuan ian  favor i tes  and u l t imate ly  f in i shed w i th  s i l ver  meda ls  in
second p lace .

The  t i t le  o f  the  best  p layer  o f  the  Ukra in ian  team based on the
tournament  resu l ts  was  awarded to  defender  Tetyana Kyrychenko ,
who recorded a  tota l  o f  5  (1+4)  po ints  in  Romania .

I t ' s  worth  not ing  that  a t  the  2023 Wor ld  Championsh ip  in  Brașov ,  the
Ukra in ian  team conceded the  fewest  goa ls  o f  the  tournament  –  6  in  5
matches .

DIV IS ION I I I  GROUP A  



HOCKEY CAN`T STOP
CANADA TOUR
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The "Hockey  Can ' t  S top  Tour"  was  organ ized rap id ly ,  a t t rac t ing  a t tent ion  f rom
hockey  fans  in  Ukra ine  and Canada .  Gordon Mil ler ,  a  Canad ian  sportscaster  for
TSN,  led  the  in i t ia t i ve  and prompt ly  prov ided support  to  the  UHD foundat ion .
The  tour  a imed to  show the  lead ing  hockey  nat ions  that  Ukra ine  remained res i l ient ,
independent ,  and pass ionate  about  hockey .

Through th is  event ,  the  I ce  Hockey  Federat ion  o f  Ukra ine  sought  to  promote  the
sport ' s  growth  in  Ukra ine  amidst  ongo ing  war .

The  tour  a lso  a imed to  s t rengthen the  hockey  bond between Ukra ine  and Canada ,
mark ing  the  s tar t  o f  var ious  programs and exchanges .  Th is  invo lved  send ing
Ukra in ian  youth  teams to  Canad ian  camps and we lcoming  Canad ian  experts  to
Ukra ine  for  knowledge exchange .

For  many  Ukra in ian  team members ,  i t  was  the i r  f i r s t  t r ip  to  Canada .  Vadym
Shakhara ichuk ,  the  head coach ,  h igh l ighted  the  s ign i f i cance  o f  compet ing  in  Canada .
Add i t iona l l y ,  the  tour  a imed to  ra ise  funds  for  re fugees ,  humani tar ian  e f for ts ,  and
the  restorat ion  o f  war -a f fec ted  arenas .
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The Ukra in ian  nat iona l  team U25 p layed four  exh ib i t ion  matches
aga inst  the  fo l lowing  un ivers i t ies :

University  of  Saskatchewan
University  of  Calgary
University  of  Alberta
University  of  Manitoba

The Tour  served as  the  f ina l  s tage  o f  preparat ion  before  the  team's
par t i c ipat ion  in  the  2023 F ISU Wor ld  Un ivers i t y  Games in  Lake  P lac id ,  USA.

The  Ukra in ian  s tudent  team returned f rom the  Un ivers iade ,  f in i sh ing  in  a
commendable  s ix th  p lace  out  o f  12  par t i c ipants ,  surpass ing  hockey  nat ions
such as  the  Czech Republ i c ,  S lovak ia ,  Latv ia ,  and Sweden.

I t  i s  worth  not ing  that  s imi lar  tours  were  prev ious ly  undertaken by  Ukra ine 's
lead ing  hockey  c lubs ,  namely  Ky iv  Sok i l  and la ter  Khark iv  Dynamo,  dur ing  the
1980s .  However ,  th is  exper ience  marked the  f i rs t  o f  i t s  k ind  for  Ukra in ian
hockey  a t  the  nat iona l  team leve l  s ince  Ukra ine  ga ined independence .

The  success  o f  th is  Tour  was  made poss ib le  by  the  support  o f  sponsors  and
partners  such  as  Canada West ,  Tim Hortons,  Sobey's ,  True North Sports
and Entertainment,  Sport ing L i fe ,  Heritage Frozen Foods Ltd.
(CHEEMO),  T icketmaster ,  and Visaic  Inc .  
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The Ukrainian national  team U25  during the "Hockey Can't  Stop Tour"
managed to  draw huge crowds,  and what 's  interest ing is  that  eager
fans would st i l l  arr ive  to  watch the matches even after  the opening
puck drop.  They were able  to  purchase so-cal led "standing"  t ickets .

The ceremonial  puck drop before the match against  the "Calgary
Dinos"  was done by the Consul  General  of  Ukraine in  Edmonton,
Olexander  Danyleyko.

In  the f irst  three matches,  the Ukrainian student  team fel l  behind in
the score,  but  in  the fourth fr iendly  match against  the local
university  team from the state  of  Manitoba,  they managed to  secure a
victory.  This  game took place at  the 15,000-seat  arena of  the NHL c lub
"Winnipeg Jets ,"  known as  the "Canada Li fe  Centre."  Over  ten
thousand spectators  gathered at  the arena.



The Oi lers  demonstrated  unwaver ing  support  dur ing  the i r  NHL regu lar -
season game aga inst  the  New York  I s landers  on  Thursday ,  January  5 .  The
game was  he ld  under  the  s logan "S tand Wi th  Ukra ine . "  Severa l  Ukra in ian
cu l tura l  e lements  were  incorporated  in to  the  match  fes t i v i t ies  a t  Rogers
P lace  Arena ,  inc lud ing  a  puck  drop ceremony  w i th  Ukra in ian  fami l ies ,  the
s ing ing  o f  the  Ukra in ian  nat iona l  anthem by  the  Ukra in ian  Men 's  Cho i r  o f
Edmonton in  both  Eng l i sh  and Ukra in ian .
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THE EDMONTON OILERS
STANDS WITH UKRAINE

In  add i t ion  to  the  game,  there  was  a  50/50 raff le  by  the  Edmonton
Oi lers  in  support  o f  the  "Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream"  to  contr ibute  to
the  ongo ing  humani tar ian  e f for ts  o f  UCC-CUF ,  inc lud ing  prov id ing
food ,  medic ine ,  and ongo ing  ass is tance  pro jects  a imed at  he lp ing
Canad ians  in  Ukra ine .

$1,536,575 
DURING THE EDMONTON OILERS'
50/50 RAFFLE
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We are  grate fu l  to  Canada Fr iends of  Hockey in
Ukraine  for  the i r  ass is tance  in  organ iz ing  the  tour .
We a lso  extend our  thanks  to  the  Canada-Ukraine
Foundation ,  wh ich  served as  the  f inanc ia l  par tner
for  fundra is ing  dur ing  the  Hockey  Can ' t  S top  Tour .

As  o f  August  1 ,  2023 ,  the  UHD Foundat ion  rece ived :  

Add i t iona l l y ,  o ther  NHL c lubs  a lso  organ ized s imi lar
50/50  ra f f les  in  support  o f  Ukra in ian  hockey  and the
humani tar ian  needs  o f  Ukra in ians .

THE CALGARY FLAMES COLLECTED $297,280

THE WINNIPEG JETS  COLLECTED $32,965

$59,462 

HOCKEY CAN`T STOP
CANADA TOUR

DONATIONS



From Apri l  15th to  19th,  a  solemn commemoration of  the 25th anniversary
of  the s igning of  the Belfast  Good Fr iday Agreement took place in  Belfast .
The agreement,  s igned on Apri l  10th,  1998,  was a  s ignif icant  achievement
and brought  an end to  the 30-year  war  in  Northern Ireland,  known as  "The
Troubles" .  Over  the past  25  years ,  Northern Ireland has  made s ignif icant
progress  towards greater  prosperity  and security  and has  become a  more
inclusive society,  with the creation of  a  decentral ized government and the
protect ion of  c it izens'  r ights .  The agreement has  been the foundation for
an impressive transformation of  Northern Ireland over  the last  25  years .

Many pol it ic ians  and prominent  f igures  from the United Kingdom and the
United States  attended the Event,  as  the US government played a
signif icant  role  in  resolving the war.  

The local  ice  hockey team,  Belfast  Giants ,  mult iple  winners  of  the UK
Championship,  is  a  symbol  of  how sports  can unite  and help  society
reintegrate into a  peaceful  l i fe .  L i fe  in  the c ity  revolves  around the Giants
and the local  Odyssey Arena in  many ways.  This  year,  to  emphasize  the
historical  importance of  the event  and show sol idarity  with Ukraine,
Belfast ,  in  partnership  with the Ukrainian Ice  Hockey Federation under  the
leadership  of  Georgiy  Zubko,  invited a  team from Ukraine to  a  special
exhibit ion game.  The young and talented team from the c ity  of  Kherson,
"Dnipro",  p layed in  a  very  special  and inspirat ional  atmosphere in  the SSE
Arena.  This  was also  very  symbol ic ,  as  the v ictory  in  the batt le  for  Kherson
was one of  the most  important  in  the war  with Russia  when the c ity
returned to  Ukraine.  Now the goal  is  to  return the c ity  to  normal  l i fe  and
bring back the ice  hockey team that  is  very  loved there.

The game has been the centerpiece of  the anniversary  celebration,  among
other  events ,  and provided an incredible  opportunity  to  strengthen t ies
between Northern Ireland and Ukraine.

ROBERT FITZPATRICK
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE ODYSSEY TRUST

SPORT HAS THE POWER TO BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER –  ESPECIALLY
DURING CHALLENGING T IMES.  UKRAINE IS  A  PROMINENT SPORTING
NATION,  EPITOMIZED BY A  PROUD ICE  HOCKEY HISTORY,  AND WE FEEL
INCREDIBLY PRIV ILEGED TO BE ABLE TO PLAY A  PART IN SUPPORTING
UKRAINIAN HOCKEY DREAM’S  CHARITABLE AMBIT IONS THROUGH THIS
ONE-OF-A-KIND GAME RIGHT HERE IN BELFAST.

HOCKEY CAN`T STOP 
CONTINUES IN BELFAST
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The Be l fas t  G iants  A l l  S tars  team featured appearances  f rom past  and present  G iants ’  p layers  such  as  fan  favour i te  J J
P icc in ich ,  G iants ’  current  head coach Adam Keefe  and h is  former  teammate  Darry l  L loyd ,  as  we l l  as  the  i con ic  former
Premier  League goa lkeeper  and current  Che lmsford  Ch ie f ta ins  netminder ,  Petr  Cech.

Al l - in -a l l ,  the  game was  not  on ly  a  d isp lay  o f  sk i l l  and sportsmansh ip  between two compet i t i ve  s ides ,  but  a l so  a  tes tament  to
the  power  o f  communi ty  and the  w i l l ingness  o f  ind iv idua ls  and organ izat ions  to  come together  in  support  o f  a  worthy  cause .
The  loca l  ar t i st  Ryan McMullan  k i cked o f f  proceed ings  w i th  a  rend i t ion  o f  h is  song  Be l fas t  C i ty .  The  game was  a lso
at tended by  Joe  Kennedy I I I  –  Spec ia l  Envoy  to  Northern  I re land for  Economic  A f fa i rs  and Steve Baker ,  M in is ter  o f  S ta te
for  Northern  I re land .

We express  our  hear t fe l t  g ra t i tude  to  Steve Thornton  for  h is  except iona l  organ izat iona l  sk i l l s  and unwaver ing  support ,
Martin  McDowel l ,  Cha i rman of  The  Odyssey  Trust ,  and Robert  F itzpatr ick,  Ch ie f  Execut i ve  o f  The  Odyssey  Trust ,  for  the i r
v i s ionary  leadersh ip  and insp i ra t iona l  example .  Thank  you to  the  ent i re  team of  The  Odyssey  Trust  for  your  unwaver ing
commitment  and ded icat ion .  Together ,  we  w i l l  cont inue  to  s t r i ve  towards  a  br ighter  fu ture  for  a l l .

DNIPRO KHERSON IN BELAFAST

$78,447
DONATED



PLAYED GOALIE  FOR BELFAST  GIANTS ,  CONFIRMING HIS  APPEARANCE AT
DAY 'S  NOTICE .  HE  STARRED IN  GOAL FOR THE GIANTS ,  PLAY ING THE F IRST
HALF  OF THE GAME AND CONCEDING JUST  ONE GOAL 

PETR CECH
A CHELSEA LEGEND



BUILDING THE FUTURE  
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As  we c lose  the  chapter  on  th is  cha l leng ing  year ,  we  can ' t  he lp  but
acknowledge the  many  losses  we 've  exper ienced a long  the  way .  Yet ,  in
the  face  o f  advers i t y ,  we 've  a lso  ga ined a  lo t .  

We 've  forged new f r iendsh ips ,  deve loped new sk i l l s ,  and adopted new
approaches  that  have  he lped us  to  get  through these  d i f f i cu l t  t imes .  But
most  important l y ,  we 've  ga ined a  renewed sense  o f  t rust  and hope that
we can  overcome anyth ing  as  a  communi ty .  

As  we re f lec t  on  the  power  o f  hockey ,  we ' re  reminded that  i t ' s  not  jus t  a
sport .  I t ' s  a  br idge  that  un i tes  us ,  he lps  us  hea l ,  and enab les  us  to  come
back  s t ronger  than ever  before .  

Thank  you for  s tand ing  w i th  us  through i t  a l l ,  and we look  forward  to  the
br ight  days  ahead!

Our  Ukra in ian  Hockey  Dream cont inues  to  insp i re  us  every  day .  We
dream a  future  where  we can  produce  the  next  Wayne Gretzky  and
proudly  host  the  NHL G loba l  Cha l lenge  Game in  the  c i t y  o f  Ky i v .  We
dream of  a  day  when there  w i l l  be  100 i ce  arenas  across  the  country ,  15
profess iona l  teams represent ing  our  nat ion ,  and over  40 ,000 k ids  p lay ing
hockey  every  s ing le  day .  

These  may  seem l i ke  ambi t ious  goa ls ,  but  we be l ieve  that  w i th  hard  work ,
ded icat ion ,  and support  f rom our  in ternat iona l  hockey  fami l y ,  we  can
turn  our  dreams in to  rea l i t y .  



PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF 
THE UKRAINIAN HOCKEY DREAM
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PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF 
THE UKRAINIAN HOCKEY DREAM
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PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF 
THE UKRAINIAN HOCKEY DREAM
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CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS, 2022-2023

FINLANDS I VETURITIE 147 840 

INFRONT SPORTS + MEDIA AG 53 640

UKRAINE ATHLETIC SPORTS 
3 923

TRUE NORTH 28 803

MARSEILLE HOCKEY CLUB 5 280

ODYSSEY TRUST COMPANY LTD 78 447

LOWER CASE MERCHANDISE LTD 26 736

HOCKEY DREAMS DEVELOPMENT CAMPS 11 521

PRIVATE ACCOUNTS 18 832

REVOLVING LOAN 62 750

TOTAL, $  437 772
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UNAUDITED PRELIMINARY F INANCIAL
OVERVIEW
APRIL  2022 -  AUGUST 2023



EXPENDITURES, 2022-2023 

ICE RENTAL 12 390

ICE ARENA OPERATION 11 260

YOUTH'S COMPETITION 26 770

TRAINING SUPPORT 297 266

HOCKEY DREAMS DEVELOPMENT CAMPS 9 468

EXPENDITURES

ADVERTISING AND MARKETING 21 589

FORMAL TRAVEL ASSIGNMENTS 6 368

OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES 44 170

TOTAL, $ 429 281
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UNAUDITED PRELIMINARY F INANCIAL
OVERVIEW
APRIL  2022 -  AUGUST 2023



UKRAINIAN HOCKEY DREAM STRUCTURE
MANAGEMENT,  ADVISORS (VOLUNTEERS)
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Director
Georg i i  Zubko 

Chief  Project  Off icer  
Mar i ia  Vo i tko  

Fundrais ing and Development 
Yur iy  Mus iyenko

Legal  Advisor  
Vladys lav  Yurchak  

Sports  Program Manager
Yur iy  Kyrychenko

International  Relat ions  Manager
Oleksandra  S la tvy tska

Marketing Manager
Yu l ia  Dobrovo lska

Marketing Manager
Kateryna  Motrych

Member of  the Honorary Board
Gordon Mi l ler

Honorary Advisor
Anato l i y  Brezv in  

Development Consultant  
Mykha i lo  Gorodetsky

Development Consultant  
Yana Ibrah imovа

Development Consultant  
Mark  Yates

Development Consultant  
Al  Mac Isaac

Development Consultant  
Mike  MacPherson

Marketing Manager
Mar i ia  Gromova

Operations Manager
Serh iy  Babynets

Tour Manager  
Dmytro  Khrys tych

Camp Coach
Oleksandr  Hodinyuk

Camp Coach
Eduard  Zakharchenko

Camp Coach
Dany lo  Ihnat iev
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